Story Elements:  A Review

Important story elements include:

a.  plot:  what happened in a story
b.  theme:  message a writer wants the reader to understand
c.  point of view:  who is telling the story; through whose eyes we see
d.  setting:  place, time and environment
e. characters:  people/animals in a story
f.  tone:  author’s attitude toward a subject
g.  mood:  feeling the reader gets from the words

g.  conflict:  the “problem” in the story
Elements of Plot

exposition:  introduces characters, setting, sets tone and mood, conflict

rising action:  main conflict introduced, “suspense builds”  “the plot thickens”

climax:  turning point; change in main character

falling action:  ties up loose ends

resolution:  conflict resolved

Point of view

first person:  the narrator is in the story; uses “I”
third person:  the narrator is not in the story and

limited:  we see the story only through one character’s eyes

omniscient:  we see the story through all characters’ eyes

objective:  we see the story through the narrator’s eyes.  




No character’s thoughts or feelings are revealed

Characters & Characterization

developed in following methods:


a.  description of physical appearance


b.  speech, thoughts, feelings, actions


c.  what other characters think or say about character


d.  narrator’s direct comments

· dynamic character:  characters that learn lessons or change during the story

· static character:  characters that remain the same throughout the story; usually know little about the character

· protagonist:  main character(s) faced with conflict

· antagonist:   character(s) opposing the main characters; sometimes causes the conflict

Conflict

Internal:  problem within a person’s mind


“character vs. self”


External:  problem between two or more characters
“character  vs. character”, “character vs. nature”, 
“character” vs. “society”, “character vs. technology”

flashback:  a transition to an earlier event that interrupts the development of the story.

foreshadowing:  clues an author gives to let the reader know that something is going to be important

dialect:  manner of speaking based on region, culture, age or time period

dialogue:  conversation between characters
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